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TEXT ANALYSI OF MORAL IMAGE OF RURAL
TEACHERS
——TAKING THE ELECTED FIGURES OF "THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL RURAL TEACHERS" AS SAMPLES

ABSTRACT

Teachers are the engineers of the human souls, and their moral standard is the
key to the success or failure of teachers' moral education. The improvement of
teachers' moral cultivation is the basic premise for teachers to teach and educate
others. Only teachers with profound moral cultivation can educate students, otherwise
teaching and educating people will lose its basic premise. "The Most Beautiful Rural
Teachers" showcase the lofty group of outstanding rural teachers in China in the new
era, providing an imitable role model for the majority of the teaching community.
Taking the 64 elected figures of the "The Most Beautiful Rural Teachers" from 2011
to 2020 as the research sample, we summarize the rural teacher’s basic moral image,
analysis the evolution of the rural teachers’ moral connotation of the image in the last
decade, and propose conclusions and reflections on the existing moral image of rural
teachers, in order to the reference of rural teachers' moral image research in the future.

Firstly, we use the literature method to collect the existing research on the moral
image of rural teachers, combined with the research status of the moral image of rural
teachers in domestic and overseas, based on the existing analytical dimensions and
classifications, the analytical framework for this study was determined based on the
reality of the situation. Specifically, the analysis framework is composed of four
dimensions of teachers' morality to the country and educational cause, teachers'
morality to students, teachers' morality to others (parents and teachers) and teachers'
morality to themselves, and 10 categories of patriotism and law-abiding, love and
dedication to work and so on. Secondly, based on the established analytical
framework, the frequency analysis method was applied to the moral images of the 64
winners of the "The Most Beautiful Rural Teachers". Using content analysis, the
seven basic moral images of rural teachers were identified as those who love students
as their children's guardians, those who hold fast to their ideals and beliefs, those who

love their jobs and dedicate themselves to their work, those who lead with noble



sentiments, those who are rigorous in their studies and research, those who exemplify
the role of teachers, and those who work in solidarity and collaboration. Taking the
promulgation of the Rural Teachers Support Plan in 2015 as the nodal point, the
NVIVO content analysis technology revealed that the moral image of rural teachers
from 2011 to 2020 ranged from "rooted in the countryside" to "educating people for
the country" in the category of "ideals and beliefs". "In terms of "rigorous learning",
the category ranged from "diligent study" to "practical innovation"; In terms of "love
and dedication", from "sacrifice and dedication" to "sincere dedication", This paper
from the perspective of the development of the times and education policy analysis
the changes of its connotation. The study concludes that: the rural teachers’ moral
image has a focus; the rural teachers’ moral image is diversified; the rural teachers’
moral image has a contemporary character; and the rural teachers’ moral image has
changed to that of ordinary people. As a result, the study proposes the following
reflections: focus on rural teachers' own moral cultivation; shape a three-dimensional
moral image of rural teachers; rural teachers' moral image needs to keep pace with the

times; and give play to the role of rural teachers' moral role models.

KEY WORDS: Rural teachers; Moral image; Text analysis; The most beautiful

rural teacher selection
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